
Mima Tipper’s Resources (more info at www.mimatipper.com) 

Professional organizations (I belong to the following)  

RWA (Romance Writers of America) www.rwa.org 

The Authors’ Guild www.authorsguild.org 

SCBWI (Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators) www.scbwi.org 

Websites/organizations offering and/or providing links to classes/mentoring/publication 

Savvy Authors www.savvyauthors.com 

Highlights www.highlightsfoundation.org (children’s writers) 

The Writing Barn www.thewritingbarn.com 

Grub Street www.grubstreet.org  

One Story www.one-story.com  

Uncharted Magazine (This online journal publishes all kinds of fiction www.unchartedmag.com  

For young people (writing/publishing opportunities) 

Young Writers’ Project www.youngwritersproject.org 

One Teen Story (see above website for One Story) 

Teen Ink www.teenink.com  

Books that offered me great tips on writing and the writing life   

On Writing Stephen King, Bird by Bird Anne Lamott, Touch Joy Jane Yolen, What’s Your Story 

Marion Dane Bauer, The War of Art Stephen Pressfield, Big Magic Elizabeth Gilbert 

Super helpful blogs 

Blog | Jane Friedman  

Writer Beware - Shining a small, bright light in a wilderness of writing scams  

The Creative Shift by Dan Blank | Substack,  

Mima’s Substack | Mima Tipper | Substack 

 

http://www.mimatipper.com/
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http://www.scbwi.org/
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http://www.youngwritersproject.org/
http://www.teenink.com/
https://janefriedman.com/blog/
https://writerbeware.blog/
https://danblank.substack.com/
https://mimatipper.substack.com/


Extra prompts for creating fiction from memories 

Building a general sensory memory bank 

To help bring story details to mind, make notes that include: What took place. Who was 

involved. What you saw. What your heard—including background noise. What you smelled. 

What you felt. What, if anything you learned. 

Visual Cues: old photos, movies, memorabilia, souvenirs, toys, childhood jewelry, clothing, 

saved school assignments, photos and clippings 

Memorable moments: start with the easiest, and the easiest stories to write are the ones you feel 

passionate about. Choose a topic or memory that’s important to you.  

Enhancing character 

Building a main character: Using bullet points, write a description of the main character. Now go 

down the list and explore whether any of your memories or remembered feelings would work to 

enhance/flesh out that main character.  

Ex: a 10 yro girl with brown hair and brown eyes. She is small and slight. She is quiet and shy. 

Her parents are divorced and she lives with her mother.  

For each of these points, pair a memory.  

Ex: She has brown hair and brown eyes and is small and slight. Does she have any feelings about 

her appearance? Do you have memories of how you felt about your appearance at that age? She 

is quiet and shy. Do you have memories of being quiet and shy at that age? Or of any kids 

(siblings, schoolmates, etc.) who could be described that way? Her parents are divorced and she 

lives with her mother. Any memories of your own experience, either as a child or as an adult, that 

could illustrate how her character might feel about this circumstance?    

Building a setting: create a word bank for a place, ex: childhood home 

Exterior appearance (such as: bleak, forbidding, cavernous, tiny, homey). Interior appearance: 

(for example: clean, cluttered, flashy, hospitable, light, dark). Furnishings: (comfy, chic, elegant, 

mismatched, masculine, dingy). Activity level: (bustling, lively, quiet). Mood: (angry, cheerful, 

depressing, cozy, safe). Sounds or sound level: (boisterous, oppressive, buzzing). Smells 

(aromatic, earthy, moldy, pet smells).  

Exploring your story’s core: Look at your story and say one to three words about what its core 

is, what it’s really actually about. Ex: a story with “revenge” at the core. Think about memories 

where you have experienced either feeling a need for revenge, have acted to get revenge, or have 

had revenge taken on you. From these memories, what nouns, objects and details can you come 

up with to illustrate any of these concepts of revenge super specifically and concretely? What 

memories of feelings, sensations and motivations can you come up with for setting, 

characterization and movement that can reflect any of these concepts of revenge?   


